Andrews University

Digital Commons @ Andrews University
Faculty Publications
2-24-1976

How to Read the Bible Part 1
Walter F. Specht
Andrews University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pubs
Part of the Biblical Studies Commons, and the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation
Specht, Walter F., "How to Read the Bible Part 1" (1976). Faculty Publications. 4117.
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pubs/4117

This Popular Press is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ Andrews University. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Andrews
University. For more information, please contact repository@andrews.edu.

How to Read the Bible
Part 1
by Walter F. Specht

Page 4 — Lake Union Herald — February 24, 1976

B

efore we consider suggestions
on how to read the Bible, it is wise to
consider the question, "Why read the
Bible?" It takes effort to form the
habit of daily Bible reading, and no
one will put forth that effort without
a conviction that it is important for
him to do so. So, why read the Bible?
For one thing, a knowledge of the
Bible is an essential part of education.
The Bible is a collection of literary
masterpieces which no well-educated
person can afford to ignore. More than
this, the Bible is inextricably bound up
with the history and culture of western civilization. Much of the finest in
art, music, and literature cannot be
fully understood without a knowledge
of the Bible. The study of the Bible is
also in itself an excellent intellectual
discipline.
More than that, the Bible gives
practical help in daily living. The Bible
gives meaning and significance to life.
What is life all about? Clarence
Darrow, the famous criminal lawyer of
a generation back, said that for him,
"Life is an unpleasant interruption of
nothingness." Is that all life is? What is
really worthwhile in this modern
world with all of its baffling problems?
The Bible reader and believer is not
haunted by any nightmare of despair.
To him life is more than a discord or a
dream. Man has a higher destiny than,
as Tennyson put it, "to be blown
about the desert dust or sealed within
the iron ills." The meaning of life is
unfolded in the pages of your Bible. It
Much of the finest in art, music,
and literature cannot be fully
understood without a knowledge
of the Bible.
not only outlines worthy motives for
living, and presents a glorious future
for man, but it teaches by presenting
the life stories of men and women
whose lives became meaningful and
significant. Here are examples which
say to you and me: "Look what you
can do with life if you face it with
stamina and courage and consecra-

tion." Above all it presents the one
perfect Man—the one ideal life—in our
blessed Lord, Jesus Christ. No life in
all the world has ever been subjected
to such unrelenting scrutiny as His life.
And yet, after 1,900 years, that life
still rings true.
Even more important than this is the
moral and spiritual culture that one
acquires from the Bible. Many cen-.
tunes ago the Psalmist asked: "How
can a young man keep his way pure?"
(Psalm 119:9, RSV) "How can a
young man live a clean life?" (Norlie)
Then he answers it this way: "By
guarding it according to thy word," or,
as the Berkeley Version puts it, "By
living in agreement with thy word."
The young person who patterns his life
by the Scriptures will not mistake the
path of duty or of safety. Integrity of
character, truthfulness, and purity, are
all taught in that volume.
But above all, the Bible introduces
human beings to God. Because this is
so, nothing is more important for a
The young person who patterns
his life by the Scriptures will
not mistake the path of duty
or of safety.
personal religious life than the study
of the Bible and prayer. You speak to
God in prayer. God speaks to you
through His Word. To read and study
the Scriptures is to have an audience
with the Infinite One. The Bible is a
channel of communication with God.
"The Bible is God's voice speaking to
us, just as surely as though we could
hear it with our ears."—Testimonies,
Vol. 6, p. 393. But if God is speaking
to you and me in the Bible, how
important it is for us to listen! God
the speaker—We the listeners. Listening is indeed a serious responsibility.
The God who speaks to us in the
Bible is a God of love and seeking
grace. The story of the Bible is not the
story of man's search for God. It is
rather the story of God's search for
human beings, and His relentless
efforts to save them. He is a God "who

desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth"
(1 Tim. 2:4). He is a God who "gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal
life" (John 3:16). He is a God who
proclaims the Gospel of redeeming
grace: "Though your sins are scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though
The story of the Bible is not
the story of man's search for God.
It is rather the story of God's
search for human beings.
they are red like crimson, they shall
become like wool" (Isa. 1:18). Could
any news be greater than that?
In the Bible, then, there is help and
hope for us—help for our deepest
needs, comfort for our shattered
spirits, light and hope for our darkest
hour. Here is a guidebook for life.
Here is a lamp for our feet and a light
for our path (Ps. 119:105).
But suppose I want to use the Bible
as a guidebook for my life, suppose I
want to find practical help for my
personal problems, how do I proceed
to get it? Just how does one get help
from the Bible, or read the Bible in a
meaningful way? This is the question
to which we shall direct our attention
next week.
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